Camp Adirondack

Nov. 8th 1863

Dear Wife
Yours came in hand
Thursday last, quite unexpectedly but not
the less acceptable. Since I last wrote you
I have been to the Old Capital Prison on
duty. The Prison is situated about twenty
rods from the Capital building, and is
ocupied principally for Rebel prisoners.
There are nearly 500 there now, some of
them are quite smart looking men, with
the exception of their dress, which is very
shabby; some of them have nothing but
shirt and Pants on; among them there are
several officers, but they cannot be dist-inguished by their uniform. I had the
pleasure of talking with the noted, Female
Rebel Spy, who is confined in the Capital
prison close bye, She comes up to the C
prison most evry day under guard of
two men to see the R. Officers. She is-

a Lady of very fine appearance, smart,
and can talk as though her tongue was
hung on a pivit. She will probably
have to stay in confinement untill the
war is over. I should judge her age
about 30. She was arrested once bef-ore and released, but now the evidence
against her is conclusive. A Mr. Ward
suspected her, and pretended he was
a Sesech, and she communicated her
plans to him, after she got through he
told her she was his prisoner and
might go with him. She seemed very
cheerful and to all appearance enjoys
life up to the hub, as the boys say, she has
such a winning way with her, that she
readily gets into the good graces of the
overseer and warden of the prison, and
they love to talk with her, and allow
her many priviledges, which others are
deprived of under less offence. Woman
has a magic charm, when she puts in
practice all these facinating powers

to which our Creator has endowed
her with. We are having some beautiful
weather, the days are warm and nice, when
I last wrote you, I expected befor this we
should have marching orders, they have
not come yet, but our Col has been
notified to put the Regt. in shape for a
move, as all the Regt. are to be sent to
the front, and the Invilid Corps to do
the duty in the city. When I gather
the Col. thought we should go this week,
but I now think we shall not go under
a fortnight, if then. Col. Barker has
gone home on a furlough of 13 days, I
think he will not be able to do duty then.
Lieut. Phelpss (The one I brought that letter for)
wife, is now in camp with him, resembles
her sister very much. I am now on Camp
Guard again so I shall not go off on duty
any more. Leyford is now attending to
his duty. We had an acquisition to our Regt.
last week of one hundred conscriptsor
rather substitutes, but one third of

them have run away, they are a
drunken set of fellows, knock down
and rob one another in the night,
and are nothing but a nuisance in
camp. It makes the guard duty much
harder than formerly, as I have to tie
them up to trees etc. etc. They keep the guard
house full all the time. When I was
I have written Flora a long letter
thencefore I must a bridge yours as it
is now mail time. I would say
I understood perfectly well how you
you felt when you pened your first
letter and made all due allowance.
my feelings to you are unchanging.
the same constant flow of affectionthe only trouble is it dont overflow
as much as you would like, but
I have come to the conclusion we have to
do and act about as we are made.
Much love to all, and lots
to you
Yours Truly
J. Henry Jenks

